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TRAVEL  SOUTH AFRICA

ROADS 
LESS 

TRAVELLED
 WHAT BETTER WAY IS THERE TO EXPLORE THE RAINBOW NATION THAN FROM 
THE OPEN ROAD? IN 2015, LOTTIE REEVES SET OFF ON A TWO-YEAR CARAVAN 

AND CAMPING ADVENTURE, EXPLORING LESSER-TRAVELLED PATHS TO 
NAVIGATE THE PERIMETER OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

Suspension bridges allow you to 
walk across the mouth of the 

Storms River on the Garden Route.
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F rom the vast, sandy beaches of iSimangaliso Wetlands Park to the rough 
rocky terrain of the Northern Cape, passing through the sumptuous 
Winelands of the Western Cape and the brightly coloured rondavels of the 

former Transkei, I wanted to explore everything South Africa has to offer.
After a year of living in the beachside town of St Lucia, South Africa 

had got under my skin. I spent time working in Zulu villages surrounding 
the town, barely scraping the surface of just one of the South African cultures. 

I knew the only way to really get to know this country, its people and its 
landscapes was to explore it. And I don’t mean on a two-week road trip or a 
package trip comprising fancy hotels and lodges. That was never going to be 
enough. I wanted to see the varied landscapes, meet people, see the beaches, 
smell the bush and climb the mountains.

So I packed a backpack, gathered my boyfriend and two dogs into a 30-year-old 
Sprint caravan and headed west. We left the sun rising over the Indian Ocean 
with no plan and no idea where the open road would take us.

The fi rst few weeks of this adventure was fi lled with the slow realisation that 
travelling while towing a caravan is very different to your regular road trip. We 
learnt where to pack things away so that you weren’t greeted with pots, pans 
and dog pellets all over the fl oor when you opened the caravan door; that when 
gale-force winds blow on top of a mountain pass it’s essential to hold the 
caravan roof down and the back window in place (unless you’d like to chase 
it down the pass). And that when a map app tells you a route will take three 
hours, it will more likely take six. 
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Getting up close and personal 
with African wildlife in the 

Kruger National Park.

A dirt road snakes through 
the semi-arid landscape 

of the Cederberg.
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Life lessons were also learned. As a city girl from 
London, I found out I can cope without the everyday 
comforts of warm showers, electric cooking and 
WiFi. I discovered that mussels harvested directly 
from the ocean and cooked on fire taste the best, 
that listening to the sounds of the bush beats 
watching Netflix and that communicating with 
people through my (very) weak Zulu and hand 
gestures is more engaging than nights out in bars.

Over the course of two years, we travelled off  
the beaten track, purposely choosing roads less 
travelled. In the Northern Cape, we stayed on the 
beach next to a lighthouse and made friends with  
the local butcher (who had to pull us out of the  
sand on more than one occasion). The Namaqualand, 
filled with bright, colourful flowers, became our 
back garden thanks to an accidental but perfectly 
timed adventure.

When the West Coast became sparse and barren 
as the seasons changed, our route took us southeast 
over the lush Franschhoek mountain pass and drew 
us to the pristine sandy beaches of Pringle Bay. We 
laid down temporary roots in this small, welcoming, 
homely village nestled between the mountains and 
the Atlantic Ocean for longer than anywhere else  
we stopped. 

Then home transitioned from the coast to the 
farmlands around Durbanville in the lesser-known 
wine valley that stretches to the metropolis of Cape 
Town. Having the N1 on our doorstep enabled us  
to explore the Mother City and become tourists for 
the day. 

After a year discovering the Western Cape,  
the open road called once again. Heading east,  
we followed the coast to explore the bays: Mossel, 
Plettenberg and Jeffreys. The stark contrast 
between the west coast and the east coast, South 
Africa’s backpacker route, was clear. Suddenly we 
weren’t the only transient people; visitors from all 
around the world were exploring a portion of what 
this beautiful country has to offer.

Leaving the Garden Route and beaches behind, 
the road took us to the centre of the Eastern Cape, 
up the Amathole Mountains and to the small town of 
Hogsback. This magical area, filled with forests, 
waterfalls and fishing opportunities, is often claimed 
to be JRR Tolkien’s source of inspiration, and it’s 
easy to see why. 

The former Transkei is made up of rolling hills, 
steep mountain ‘roads’, coastline along which grass 
meets the ocean and the brightly coloured homes of 
the Xhosa tribe. We followed stony tracks winding 
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Sunset on the West Coast.

The verdant slopes of the 

Amathole Mountains in the  

Eastern Cape.

The Big Hole in Kimberley is  

the world’s largest hole 

excavated by hand.
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down to and along riverbeds, taking us back to the 
coast where we dined on fresh crayfish, cooked on 
the braai on the beach, and slept under the stars 
listening to the ocean lapping in the bay.

Spending time in one of the private reserves of 
Kruger National Park enabled us to see Africa’s 
famous wildlife up close. We witnessed the 
catastrophic impact of attempted poaching,  
heard deep throaty roars of lions wooing their 
mates, watched impala leaping gracefully through 
the bush and the ‘Pumbas’ of the bush nurturing  
their young.

The final chapter of our adventure took us 
through Durban, where we filled our tummies  
with bunny chows and traditional Durban curries. 
We revelled in the warmth and humidity of KZN, 
discovered the Valley of a Thousand Hills and 
drove alongside the world-famous Comrades 
Marathon as runners wound their way uphill to  
the finish line. 

Two years after leaving Zululand, we returned, 
having seen the landscapes, met the people, 
discovered what South Africa has to offer, and 
developed a better understanding of this complex 
and challenging but beautiful country. Our mission 
had been accomplished, and yet I can’t help but 
feel I have only scratched the surface. 

The view of Table Mountain from 
one of the beaches in Blouberg.
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